Extremely long molecular chains can self-assemble from two nucleobaselike chemicals, report Nicholas Hud at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, and his co-workers.
Migrating planets sped up collisions
The pockmarked asteroid Vesta (pictured) has provided more hints about the history of the early Solar System.
As giant planets such as Jupiter and Saturn shifted into place about 4.1 billion years ago, their changing gravitational pull flung asteroid fragments into highly eccentric orbits. 
